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Opening the Door of Public Digital Learning: An Analysis of the Proposition, Concerns and
Pathways Proposed at the Transforming Education Summit

Liu Baocun, Gu Gaoyan

(Institute of International and Comparative Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875)

Abstract: With the increasing educational crisis and global digital divide and the different governance capacities of digital
learning across countries, the United Nations has put forward the idea of public digital learning at its Fourth Focus Meeting at the
Transforming Education Summit. The Summit addresses the need to focus more on fairness, diversity and tolerance, to build the “3C”
digital learning framework, to ensure the quality of public digital learning for all, and to enhance the transformation of public digital
learning. The proposal of “public digital learning” has three implications: first, it highlights “for the common good of the world”;
second, it provides a new approach to achieving education equity; and third, it supports the pursuit of the ecological governance
of digital learning. However, the disappearance of the cultural attribute of knowledge, the centrality of governance power and the
possible alienation of technology have caused several issues concerning public digital learning. The possible solutions include:
optimising the top-level design of public digital learning, carrying out culturally appropriate knowledge production, reforming the
system and mechanism of public digital learning, pursuing ecological digital governance, reverting to the original technical ethics of
education, and promoting the harmonious symbiosis between human nature and lifeworld.

Keywords: United Nations Transforming Education Summit; public digital learning; education equity; digital transformation
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Realistic Logic, Application Scenarios and Governance Paths of Digital Transformation of
Education in China

Zhu Yongxin, Yang Fan

(Institute of New Education Research, Soochow University, Suzhou 215123, Jiangsu)

Abstract: The report on the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China proposes to promote the digitalization of
education and build a society and country of learning where lifelong learning is pursued by all, highlighting the significant value of
digital transformation of education for meeting the needs of individualized education, promoting equity in education, exploring the
modernization of education structure, achieving high-quality development of education and building a human community with a
shared future. In terms of realistic logic, digital transformation of education is the achievement of new infrastructure construction,
the construction need of digital China and the implementation path of talent cultivation, but its process is still facing challenges in
various aspects such as the creation of digital environment, the enhancement of digital literacy, the development of national standard
and the innovation of organizational system. Based on the promotion and application of typical scenarios such as the Smart Education
of China platform, immersive learning environment, credit bank, smart library and digital community, efforts should be made to
promote the digital transformation of education on a deeper level in the future by governance paths such as balancing educational
resources, promoting streamline administration and delegate power, insisting on managing education by law and deepening school-
enterprise cooperation, striving to adhere to the public welfare attributes of the digitalization of education while release the vitality of
transformation, provide legal protection and accelerate innovative application.

Keywords: digital transformation of education; realistic logic; application scenario; governance path
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